Trinity Evangelical

Lutheran Church

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church is a congregation of believers in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church and a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. The parish is affiliated with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (www.lcms.org); it belongs to the California-Nevada-Hawaii District (www.cnh-lcms.org).

Formed in 1925, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran, through her pastor and members, endeavors to serve Palo Alto, Stanford University, and the Bay area with the Gospel message of the complete forgiveness of sins in the suffering and death of Jesus Christ and the sure and certain hope of everlasting life. The sole purpose of Trinity is to share this message of forgiveness, freedom from guilt and the love of Christ that comes through the Ministry of preaching the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments.

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church uses the sacramental and liturgical worship of the Lutheran Church, which is the historic worship of the catholic Church since the time of the Apostles.  The services are marked with awe, reverence, and dignity that are due the holy God. You will find that we aspire to worship that is beautiful, traditional, inspiring—an appropriate setting for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

You are welcome to join us at any time or call upon the pastor, the Rev. Stewart Crown, who is pleased to help you in any way that is consistent with his pastoral office. If you have any questions about the teachings of this congregation, if you have spiritual matters to discuss, or if you are interested in affiliating yourself with a congregation (that is, you are church shopping), please contact him at (650) 853-1295 or at pastorcrown@comcast.net

Congregational Services

The Sunday Divine Services are held at 8:15 and 11:00 am on Sundays. We celebrate the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in every Divine Service as we recognize that our Lord Jesus Christ comes to us through the blessed meal of His very body and blood.

Matins, a morning service of the congregation, is sung and prayed Monday through Friday at 9:00 a.m. Through the hearing of Scriptures, we receive what God has done in Christ, in the singing we praise the Lord for the benefits received, and with our prayers we offer intercessions and petitions for the Church and her needs as well as our individual requests.

Sunday School is held for all children ages 3 through 12th grade in which the children are taught the wondrous works of the LORD, and grow in Christian friendship with others.

Adult studies are held on Sundays (9:45 am), Wednesdays (10 am), and Fridays (7 am).  Opportunities to ask whatever questions you wish are always offered as we study the Word of God.

Catechism is held for children in 6th – 8th grade on Sundays (12:45 pm). Catechesis prepares both for the reception of the Lord’s Supper and a greater awareness and life in the Body of Christ.

Holy Baptism is administered to all, infants to adults, who come to receive in faith the blessed gift of a new life in Christ Jesus.

Holy Absolution is offered to all who wish to privately confess their sin to the pastor. Such confession is held in the absolute strictest confidence.

Wedding ceremonies are held for members of the congregation and for others who have met previously with the pastor.

Funeral services are held for members of the congregation and for those who have met previously with the pastor to make those arrangements.

A Brief Summary of The Teachings

We teach, believe, and confess . . .

We are in desperate need of the redemption won by Christ through His life and sacrificial death and we confess that this redemption is a gift of God of which we are unworthy and which Holy Spirit gives us in the Gospel in Word and in the Sacraments.

There is one God in three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We confess the Deity of the Son of God, who became man in Jesus. We confess the Deity of the Holy Spirit, who works through the Gospel in Word and Sacrament to bring to us new life in the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ.

God has promised in His Holy Word that He is present in Holy Baptism whereby we are born from above (by His work) as we are baptized into the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.

In Holy Communion (the Lord’s Supper) Christ’s true body and blood are present in, with, and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.

God’s Word, the Holy Bible, is the sole source of God’s will and is completely truthful and without error.

Through the Holy Ministry of the Church, which is the Ministry of Chris, our Lord, the Lord Jesus Himself serves His people.

Christians will enjoy the blessings of life and endure its hardships while recognizing that their true life is in Christ who shall come again in glory.

God’s will is that all be saved and be joined as members of the Body of Christ, regardless of ethnicity, social standing, or whatever other divisions man creates in this life.
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